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Market Review 

Happy New Year to all! We very much appreciate your readership and look forward to the 

calendar turning to 2021. 

Four market days remain in 2020, however, and there was a decent Santa Claus Rally this past 

Wednesday and Thursday that pushed stocks higher after losses earlier in the week, with the 

Holiday-shortened four trading days showing minimal volatility for the major market averages 

which ended very close to breakeven for the full period. Interestingly, for the week, Growth beat 

Value by a score of 0.18% to 0.00% for the respective Russell 3000 indexes, yet the S&P 500 

Pure Value index gained 0.24% compared to a 0.38% decline for the S&P 500 Pure Growth 

index, illustrating yet again that it is a market of stocks and not simply a stock market. 



 

We were impressed that the Value indexes held up as well as they did, given that news on the 

health front was not exactly positive. Indeed, headlines in our home Southern California locale 

included, “L.A. County reports nearly 30,000 coronavirus cases over a two-day period,” and 

“Hospitals throughout the county are overwhelmed. Some are running dangerously low on their 

supplies of oxygen, critical to treating severely ill COVID-19 patients.” And there were worries 

spreading around the world about a new more contagious strain of the virus, while the case and 

death counts continued to rise. 



 

On the other side of the ledger, so to speak, hundreds of thousands now have been vaccinated, 

while the U.S. Congress passed another stimulus package (though President Trump was slow to 

sign the legislation) designed to bolster the economy. Of course, though we respect that far too 

many Americans are struggling to pay their bills as millions remain out of work,… 



 

…while folks are being more cautious in opening their pocketbooks,… 



 

…as the mood of the consumer has soured,… 



 

…GDP growth is still expected to be solid in the current quarter,… 



 

…and robust in 2021. 



 

We also note that the United Kingdom and the European Union reached a new free-trade 

agreement last week, avoiding a dreaded “No-Deal” resolution to the long-playing issue. To be 

sure, it isn’t as if the U.S. stock markets have been overly concerned by the four-and-one-half-

year Brexit drama,… 



 

…though we never forget that while there is never a guarantee that equities will prove rewarding, 

that has been the case for more than nine decades,… 



 

…provided one remembers that the secret to success in stocks is not to get scared out of them, 

which we would think should be easier these days, given how attractive they are from an income 

perspective. 



 

Stock Updates  

Keep in mind that all stocks are rated as a “Buy” until such time as they are a “Sell.” A listing of 

all current recommendations is available for download via the following link: 

https://theprudentspeculator.com/dashboard/. We also offer the reminder that any sales we make 

for our newsletter strategies are announced via our Sales Alerts. 

It was a quiet week on the individual stock front, so our Stock Update for this missive offers the 

year’s 25 worst performers… 

https://theprudentspeculator.com/dashboard/


 

…and 25 best performers from our current recommended list. 
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